The wedding ceremony for Jennifer Doe and Michael Smith - October 27th
Entrance

   After the wedding party has entered and assembled, Michael meets Jennifer and Dad.
Friends, we have been invited here today to share with Michael and Jennifer the most joyous event in their lives.  At a time when so many people are reluctant to make a commitment, they have come forward to join in the lifelong union of marriage.  What began as a friendship has grown into real love.  

Giving in marriage
Who gives this bride to be married today?

Dad responds

I do  

At this point Jennifer and her Dad hug and kiss, Michael shakes Dad’s hand as he tells him one last time “Be good to my little girl” and the guests are seated. Jennifer and Michael face each other.

Opening prayer and reading(s)

Love is a gift, a blessing given, not to all, but only to some.  In gratitude, let’s consider the words of Robert Louis Stevenson 

 “A Wedding Prayer”


Lord, behold our family here assembled.


We thank you for this place in which we dwell,


for the love that unites us,


for the peace accorded us this day,

for the hope with which we expect the morrow, 

for the health, the work, the food,

and the bright skies that make our lives delightful;

for our friends in all parts of the earth.

Amen

Love is the most unique and complex of emotions.  It is, all at once, spontaneous and free, yet requires effort to sustain and perfect it.  A plant can take root easily, but it must be nourished and nurtured if it is to continue to grow.  Love is that thing which defies easy explanation-yet it is the most written about subject.  We often wonder just what love is.

‘What is Love?”

Sooner or later we begin to understand that love is more than verses on Valentines and romance in the movies.  We begin to know that love is here and now, real and true, the most important thing in our lives.  For love is the creator of our favorite memories and the foundation of our fondest dreams.  Love is a promise that is always kept, a fortune that can never be spent, a seed that can flourish in even the most unlikely of places.  And this radiance never fades; this mysterious and magical joy is the greatest treasure of all—one known only by those who love.

Sermon
Jennifer and Michael turn to face me.
Jennifer and Michael, you stand here today, surrounded by the people who have loved you, who have had a part in forming you into the persons that you are today.  And they have done a good job.  You are intelligent, articulate and educated people.

Mingling in marriage is a mutual dedication, a cooperative venture in every sense. It is a relationship based on love, respect, and a determination by both partners to adjust to each other and support one another, in health and in sickness, in joy and in sadness, in ease and in hardship.

Through this co-operation, we give ourselves, our lives and our love into the hands of the one we love. We do so trustingly and generously. And so, each of us receives a gift: the life and love of the other. We receive this gift, not only from the one we love, but also from the parents who brought us into the world, and from our friends and families as well.

Marriage is a supreme sharing of experience, and an adventure in the most intimate of human relationships. It is the joyous union of two people whose comradeship and mutual understanding have flowered in romance. Today Jennifer and Michael proclaim their love and commitment to the world, and we gather here to rejoice, with and for them, in the new life they now undertake together.

The joy we feel now is a solemn joy, because the act of marriage has many consequences, both social and personal. Marriage requires "love," a word we often use with vagueness and sentimentality. We may assume that love is some rare and mystical event, when in fact it is our natural state of being.

So what do we mean by love? When we love, we see things other people do not see. We see beneath the surface, to the qualities which make our beloved special and unique. To see with loving eyes, is to know inner beauty. And to be loved is to be seen, and known, as we are known to no other. One who loves us, gives us a unique gift: a piece of ourselves, but a piece that only they could give to us.

We who love, can look at each other's life and say, "I touched his life," or, "I touched her life," just as an artist might say, "I touched this canvas." "Those brushstrokes in the comer of this magnificent mural, those are mine. I was a part of this life, and it is a part of me." Marriage is to belong to each other through a unique and diverse collaboration, like two threads crossing in different directions, yet weaving one tapestry together.

To make this relationship work, therefore, takes more than love. It takes trust, to know in your hearts that you want only the best for each other. It takes dedication, to stay open to one another, to learn and grow, even when it is difficult to do so. And it takes faith, to go forward together without knowing what the future holds for you both. While love is our natural state of being, these other qualities are not as easy to come by. They are not a destination, but a journey..

I know that this unique and wonderful gathering of loved ones have many hopes and prayers for you. We all wish for the best of everything for you.  There are as many different wishes in this room as there are people here today and we should take a quiet moment so that each of us can call these wishes to mind.

We should also pause to remember the family and friends, past and present, which are not here to celebrate with us today.

Jennifer and Michael, you have taken a very important step in choosing to marry each other today.  You have the great opportunity to go forward from this day to create a kind, faithful, tender and loving relationship.

Michael, do you understand and accept this responsibility to do your very best every day to create a loving, healthy and happy marriage?

Michael:  I do.

Jennifer, do you understand and accept this responsibility to do your very best every day to create a loving, healthy and happy marriage?
Jennifer:  I do.

Vows 
 You turn to face each other and holding hands make your promises to each other.  I will prompt you by saying “Repeat after me…”

Michael:   I love you Jennifer as I love no other.  All that I am I share with you.  I take you to be my wife through health and sickness, through plenty and want, through joy and sorrow, now and forever. 

Jennifer:    I love you Michael as I love no other.  All that I am I share with you.  I take you to be my husband through health and sickness, through plenty and want, through joy and sorrow, now and forever. 

Rings

   As with the vows, I will lead you through this exchange.

The wedding ring is a symbol of eternity. It is an outward sign of an inward, spiritual bond which unites two hearts in endless love. And now as a token of your love and of your deep desire to be forever united in heart and soul, Michael, you may place the ring on the finger of your bride saying

 
Michael:  Jennifer, I give you this ring as a symbol of my love and faithfulness to you.

 
   Now, by the same token Jennifer, you may place a ring on the finger of your groom saying

Jennifer:   Michael, I give you this ring as a symbol of my love and faithfulness to you.

Pronouncement
Inasmuch as you have consented together in this ceremony to live in wedlock and have sealed your vows in the presence of your family and friends, and by the giving of these rings, it gives me great pleasure to pronounce that you are now husband and wife.

You may kiss your bride.

Closing Prayer
   You should turn to face the guests.

Michael and Jennifer, you stand before these wonderful people like victorious athletes awaiting your gold medals.  And, indeed, you have succeeded; you have found the prize that eludes so many.  You have each found “the right one.”  But now comes the real challenge: to BE the right one for each other every day from now on.  I join with your loved ones in the confidence that yours will be a long and happy marriage.  This ceremony is over, and your new life has begun.

Introduction of the Newlyweds

Ladies and gentlemen, it is my unique privilege to, for the first time, introduce

Mr. & Mrs. Michael and Jennifer Smith
